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Textbooks	are	a	critical	component	of	the	teaching-learning	process	in	many	primary	schools.			This	
template	was	developed	to	analyse	language	textbooks	in	government	schools	to	understand	the	
curricular	demands	and	pedagogic	intent	they	transmit.	This	version	of	the	template	was	piloted	
with	state	textbooks	for	Bihar	(Hindi)	and	Karnataka	(Kannada).		There	are	two	sections	to	this	
template.		Section	1	covers	identifier	information	and	a	quick	overview	of	the	textbook.		Section	2	
covers	16	areas	of	analysis.		Do	note	that	a	given	unit	of	information	from	a	textbook	may	be	
entered	under	more	than	one	area.		For	example,	an	activity	to	make	a	list	of	things	a	child	saw	on	
the	way	to	school	may	be	entered	under	vocabulary,	writing,	oral	language	and	narrative	expression	
depending	on	the	instructions	in	the	textbook.	A	good	practice	is	for	two	raters	to	analyse	any	given	
activity.		If	there	is	agreement	then	that	raises	confidence	in	the	analysis.		If	there	is	disagreement	
then	this	is	a	good	time	to	discuss	the	range	of	areas	a	textbook	activity	can	(or	cannot)	stimulate.			

This	template	is	work	in	progress	and	we	are	interested	to	receive	feedback	and	critical	comments.			

Section	1:	Overview	

State		 	
Textbook	name	and	publication	
year	

	

Grade	 	
Language	
	

	

Prescribed	since	which	
academic	year	(note	first	year	
to	current	year	of	use)	

	

Total	no.	of	units/chapters	(by	number	of	activities)	
	

Chapter	 No.	of	
activities	

Chapter	 No.	of	
activities	

Chapter	 No.	of	
activities	
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Genres:	 No.	of	units		(with	page	and	activity	number)	
1. Poetry		

	
	

2. Narrative	texts	(The	
main	purpose	of	narrative	
text	is	to	tell	a	story.		
Narrative	text	has	
beginning,	middle	and	
end,	characters,	plot	or	
conflict,	and	setting.		
Usually,	narrative	texts	
are	written	from	the	
authors	imagination.)	

	

3. Plays	/	Text	in	dialogue	
form	
	

	

4. Expository	texts	(The	
main	purpose	of	
expository	text	is	to	
inform	or	describe.		The	
texts	is	based	on	a	topic	
and	factual	information	is	
organized	in	a	logical	and	
interesting	manner.		
Essays	on	Gandhiji,	Diwali	
and	Solar	Eclipse	are	
examples	of	Expository	
texts)	

	

5. Picture	Reading	
(activities	to	describe	
pictures	-	descriptive)		

	

6. Picture	Story	(activities	
to	describe	a	story	
sequence	given	through	
pictures	-	sequential)	

	

Teacher’s	manual:	Included	in	
the	text	book	with	instruction	in	
each	chapter/	Supplementary	text/	
instructions	included	in	the	
textbook/	none	available	
	
	
	

	

Support	(supplementary)	
materials	for	remediation	and	
enrichment	with	children.	
	
	
	
	

	

Additional	details	(add		note	sheets)	


